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1. We have heard learned counsel appearing for the petitioners. Sri 

R.B.  Singhal,  Assistant  Solicitor  General  of  India  assisted  by  Sri 

Ashish Kumar Dubey, appears for the respondents.

2. The petitioners are practising advocates of this Court and are 

residing at 10-B Patrika Marg, Civil Lines, Allahabad. They have filed 

this writ petition for a writ of mandamus directing the respondents to 

provide  the  information  sought  by  the  petitioners  vide  their 

application dated 14.12.2011 under (The) Right to Information Act, in 

a time bound stipulated period, as may be fixed by this Court.

3. The petitioners in their application dated 14.12.2011 sent to the 

Director/Public  Information  Officer,  North  Central  Zone  Cultural 

Centre, 14 C.S.P. Singh Road, Allahabad have sought information on 

fourteen  questions.  It  is  alleged  that  since  no  reply  was  received 

within 30 days as provided in Section 7(i) of the Right to Information 

Act,  2005,  the  petitioners  preferred  an  appeal  to  the  Appellate 

Authority on 17.1.2012, and thereafter a second appeal under Section 

19 (3) to the Second Appellate Authority. The petitioners, it is alleged 

have not received the information, giving rise to this writ petition. 

4. In order to appreciate the points raised in this writ petition, the 

14 questions asked by the petitioners in Hindi are quoted as below:-

**1- mRrj e/; {ks= lkaLd̀frd bykgkckn dsUnz  dh dk;Zdze lfefr 

2009 ds lnL;ksa dh lwph miyC/k djkus ds lkFk ;g crkus dk d"V djsa  

fd D;k funs'kd **dk;Zdze lfefr dds lnL;ksa dks cnyus dk vf/kdkj  

gS\ ;fn gkWa rks fu;e miYc/k djkus ds lkFk o"kZ 2009 ls 2011 fnlEcj 
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rd dk;Zdze lfefr dh cSBd dh dk;Z lwph esa u gksrs gq;s] dkSu&dkSu ls  

dk;Zdze Ikz;ksftr fd;s x;s] /kujkf'k lfgr fooj.k miyC/k djkus dk d"V 

djsaA

2- m0e0{ks0lka0 dsUnz esa  o"kZ 2009 twu ls 2011 fnlEcj rd fizfUVax]  

QksVksxzkQh] cl&VSDlh] ykbV] lkmUM esa fdl QeZ dk Vs.Mj vuqeksnu gqvk  

Fkk\ fdl QeZ ls fcuk Vs.Mj ds dk;Z djk;k tk jgk gS\ fooj.k miyC/k  

djkus  ds  lkFk  gh  lkFk  fizfUVax]  QySDl]  QksVksxzkQh]  cl&VSDlh]  

ykbV&lkm.M esa fdl dks fdrus yk[k dk Hkqxrku fd;k x;k gSA fooj.k 

miyC/k djkus dk d"V djsaA

3- m0e0{ks0lka0 dsUnz o"kZ 2009 ls 2011 fnlEcj rd bykgkckn gkV ,oa  

isz{kkx̀g] dykHkou vkVZ xSyjh esa fdruh dh vk; gqbZ\ mDr /kujkf'k dks fdl 

en esa [kpZ fd;k x;k gS\ D;k njksa dk fu/kkZj.k xoZfuaxckWMh }kjk fd;k x;k 

gS\

4- m0e0{ks0lka0 dsUnz }kjk dk;kZy; ejEer] lkQ lQkbZ funs'kd vkokl]  

eksckby] nwjHkk"k ds lkFk funs'kd d{k ds ejEer ds uke ij fdruh /kujkf'k 

O;; dh x;h rFkk fdl en ls Hkqxrku fd;k x;k gS lkFk gh mRrj e/; {ks=  

lkaLd̀frd  dsUnz  esa  NBs  osrueku  ds  ,fj;j  dk  Hkqxrku  fdu 

deZpkfj;ksa@vf/kdkfj;ksa dks fd;k x;k gSA ,oa fdl en ls ,fj;j dk Hkqxrku 

fd;k x;k gSA fooj.k miyC/k djkus dk d"V djsaA

5- m0e0{ks0lka0 dsUnz }kjk o"kZ 2009 ls 2011 fnlEcj rd fdu&fdu 

dykdkjksa]  okndks]  mi'kkL=h;]  'kkL=h;]  xty]  Hktu]  dkSokyh]  xq:] 

QksVksxzkQh fofM;ksxzkQh dksfj;ksxzkQh rFkk fHkUu&2 QeksZ dk bude VSDl dkV 

dj vk;dj dk;kZy; esa Hkqxrku fd;k x;k gS] uke lfgr fooj.k miyC/k  

djk;sA 

6- orZeku  funs'kd  Jh  vkuUno/kZu  'kqDy  dks  jktLFkku  ljdkj 

¼x̀g foHkkx½ us fdl foHkkx esa fu;qfDr gsrq vukifRr izek.k i= fn;k x;k gS\ 

lkFk  gh m0e0{ks0lka0 dsUnz  }kjk  ekpZ  2009 esa  deZpkfj;ksa@vf/kdkfj;ksa  ds  

osru fcy ij fdl vkgj.k forj.k  vf/kdkjh us  fdl frfFk  dks  gLrk{kj  

fd;kA d̀I;k mldk uke ,oa in crk;saA bldh izfr miyC/k djk;sA 

7-  m0e0{ks0lka0  dsUnz  bykgkckn  essa  ekg  ekpZ  fnukad  01-03-2009  ls 

31-03-2010 rd ds  dqy fdrus  rFkk  fdu&fdu frfFk;ksa  dks  uxnh@psd 
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Hkqxrku  i=d  }kjk  fdrus  /kujkf'k  dk  lek;kstu  fd;k  x;k  ,oa  

lek;kstudrkZ vf/kdkjh ds uke ,oa in crk;sA 

8- m0e0{ks0lka0 dsUnz ekpZ 2009 esa uxnh@psd Hkqxrku i=d ij eq[; 

vkgj.k forj.k vf/kdkjh dk in ,oa uke crk;sa ftuds }kjk gLrk{kj fd;k  

x;k] ,oa Jh vkuaUn o/kZu 'kqDy m0e0{ks0lka0 dsUnz] bykgkckn esa dc vkSj  

fdl frfFk dks dk;ZHkkj xzzg.k fd;k x;kA

9- m0e0{ks0lka0 dsUnz ds funs'kd fnlEcj 2009 ls 2011 rd fdrus fnu 

dk;kZy; esa  dk;Z fd;s rFkk fdrus vof/k rd nkSjs ij jgs\ funs'kd }kjk  

Vsªu ,-lh-&A gokbZ tgkt ls o"kZ twu 2009 ls 2011 rd ds ;k=k ij fdurk 

/ku [kpZ  fd;k x;k gS]  fdrus /kujkf'k dk fVdV fujLr djk;k x;k gS]  

fooj.k miyC/k djk;sA 

10- xofuZxckWMh }kjk 2009 ds nkSjku D;k xkM+h ua- ;w0ih0 70 ,-th- 0693 

ek:rh lqtdh fjokTV fMtk;j ds dz; gsrq vuqefr iznku dh xbZ Fkh ;k ugh 

lkFk gh o"kZ 2009 ekpZ ls 2011 ekpZ rd foRrh; o"kZ lek;kstu 31 ekpZ dks  

dqy fdrus /kujkf'k vkfn dk lek;kstu ,d gh fnu ¼31 ekpZ½ esa fd;k x;k 

gS rFkk blds iwoZ fdrus /kujkf'k dk lek;kstu fd;k x;k gS] fooj.k miyC/k  

djk;sA 

11- o"kZ 2009 ls 2011 rd ds xofuZxckWMh ehfVax es D;k&D;k vuqeksnu 

fd;k x;k\ lnL;ksa dks fdl frfFk dks vuqeksnu dk i= Hkstk x;k] fooj.k  

miyC/k djkus dk d"V djsaA 

12- dsUnz }kjk yksd dykdkj] 'kkL=h;] mi'kkL=h;] xk;u] oknu] dksfj;ks  

xzkQj ùR; ukVd] xty] dkSokYyh] dfo] xq: ds ekuns; ij vyx&2 fdrus  

yk[k dk ctV vkfn j[kk x;k gS rFkk fdl Js.kh ds  dykdkj dks gokbZ  

tgkt rFkk ,-lh- QLVZ dk fVdV miyC/k djk;k tkrk gS\ fdruk Hkqxrku 

dk izkfo/kku gS\ mi;qZDr lHkh fo"k; ij D;k Hkkjr ljdkj dk dksbZ vkns'k  

gS ;k Lo;a funs'kd }kjk Hkqxrku gsrq fu.kZ; fy;k tkrk gS] fooj.k miyC/k  

djk;sA 

13- bykgkckn gkV dh ejEer gsrq Hkkjr ljdkj us fdrus /kujkf'k dk  

vuqnku vc rd fn;k  gS]  bl jkf'k  ls  fdrus  dk  O;; f'kYi gkV dh  

ejEer ,oa j[k&j[kko ij [kpZ fd;k x;k ;fn bl jkf'k ls dksbZ vU; dk;Z  

fd;s x;s rks mldk fooj.k miyC/k djk;sA 
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14- m0e0{ks0lka0 dsUnz }kjk vkDVso 2009 ls 2011 rd Hkkjr ljdkj ,o 

tutkrh; ea=ky; us  dsUnz  dks  fdruh  /kujkf'k&izd̀fr  2011 esa  nh  vkSj 

dsUnz }kjk fdruh /kujkf'k dk;Zdze esa O;; fd;k x;k] ctV lfgr lEiw.kZ  

fooj.k miyC/k djk;saA** 

5. We find that the information on most of these questions, would 

virtually consume the entire staff of the centre for days altogether if not 

months, to collect and the compile information. We also find that most of 

the  information  sought  has  no  concern  with  the  petitioners,  nor  the 

petitioners can have or have shown any object or purpose for which they 

require the said information.

6. The purpose of Right to Information Act, 2005 is for bringing the 

transparency in functioning of public authorities. The object and purpose 

of the Act is to establish confidence in the public functional bodies and to 

ensure accountability and transparency in discharge of their duties. The 

Act does not provide for any reason to be given, or to show bona-fides in 

seeking information. The petitioners in this case have not chosen their 

rights under (The) Right  to Information Act by approaching the State 

Information  Commission,  if  they  have  not  received  the  information 

within the time prescribed from the Public Information Officer  or  the 

Appellate Authority in the department. They have rather approached this 

Court under Article 226 of the Constitution of India for a direction to the 

respondents to provide information sought by the petitioners. 

7. Once the petitioners have chosen to seek directions by filing a writ 

petition  under  Article  226  of  the  Constitution  of  India,  which  is  a 

discretionary constitutional remedy to be used for bonafide purposes they 

must  satisfy  the  Court,  that  they  have  approached  the  Court  with 

bonafide purposes with clean hands.

8. We asked learned counsel appearing for the petitioners about their 

concern  and  purpose  of  seeking  the  information.  The  petitioners  are 

practising advocates of the High Court.  They have neither placed, nor 
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could explain the purpose to seek such information which will virtually 

block  the  functioning  of  the  North  Central  Zone  Cultural  Centre  at 

Allahabad. The petitioners are unable to give any reason, or object for 

seeking  the  information.  The  counsel  appearing  for  petitioners  has 

chosen to keep quite and did not answer on questions in spite of repeated 

requests.

9. Recently we have noticed a large number of writ petitions filed for 

enforcement  of the remedies under the Right to Information Act, which 

has  made  it  necessary  for  the  Court  in  exercise  of  its  powers  under 

Article  226  of  the  Constitution  of  India,  to  review  the  object  and 

purposes  and  also  the  methods  opted  by  certain  persons  in  seeking 

information. If the Court notices, in exercise of powers of issuing writ as 

extraordinary remedies, that the object and purpose is not bonafide, it can 

always refuse the relief.

10. In the facts and circumstances of the case in which no reason has 

been given by the petitioners we find that filing of this writ petition, is 

not for bonafide purposes. Instead of waiting for information to be given 

or  to  approach  State  Information  Commission,  under  (The)  Right  to 

Information Act the petitioners have chosen to approach the High Court 

under  Article  226  of  the  Constitution  of  India,  seeking  extraordinary 

remedies,  which  can  be  given  only  to  the  bonafide  litigants.  The 

information sought  clearlly appears to serve oblique purposes.  On the 

response  to  our  questions  put  to  the  counsel,  it  is  apparent  that  the 

petitioners as young advocates have filed this writ petition as a proxy for 

any  person  who has  some  axe  to  grind  against  the  respondents.  The 

petitioners under the Advocates Act,  are not  supposed to act  for  such 

purpose for their clients. 

11. This writ petition is accordingly dismissed. 

Order Date :- 29.10.2012
Kpy


